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What | Think of Veterans Day
By A.J. Encarnacion Oct. 27, 2007

To me, Veterans Day is one of the most
honorable days of the year. On Veterans
Day, we honor all the men and women
who served in any branch of the military.
We especially honor the people who
served during times of war such as, World
War 11, Korea, Vietham, Desert Storm, and
including soldiers who are currently
fighting the War on Terrorism.

| believe everyone should respect
veterans and present-day soldiers
because, to me, they are the strongest
and most courageous people in the world.
Can you imagine being in a situation
where you can die or get wounded any
second? Soldiers may die without even
knowing they were about to die. It also
takes a very brave person to actually
shoot someone. You can’t imagine how it
feels to kill a human being. That innocent
person you shot could've been only
fighting because the government or a
dictator forced them to. It is really painful
to see a dying friend, ally, or even enemy
right in front of your face. My explanation
my not be clear enough to you, and | don't
blame you. Only veterans who served in
wars can clearly explain to you how it
feels.

In my point of view, | see that veterans
aren’t only people who formally served in
the military. Veterans should include
civilians who helped America win its wars.

For example, when my grandfather was
14, Japan took over the entire Philippines.
He lived in a cave in the deep parts of the
rainforests with a meager supply of salted
fish and other food resources. They only
came out of the cave very late at night to
spy on the Japanese and provide
information to the American soldiers.
Many of my grandfather’'s friends died
from starvation and torture during captivity.
| believe that the Jews of the Holocaust,
the slaves in the Civil War, and the
Filipinos in the Bataan Death March, and
many more people who suffered during
war should be considered veterans.

This is why Veterans Day is important to
me. It is a day to honor and respect the
soldiers who went through hardships and
tough times in their experiences. It is a
day to honor my father, uncles, and my
grandfather.

What Veterans Day Means to Me
By Vincent Romano 10-29-07

The parade goes through the street. A
big banner reads “Veterans Day.” Many
people see this as a day to see a parade,
a day to celebrate. But do any of us really
take into consideration what this day is
really about? Do any of us really
remember why we are celebrating? NO,
Many of see this as a day to get out of
school, work, etc. and go to a party.
Veterans Day is a day that we need to be
reverent of the men and women all over
the world who have fought in battles. This
day is not just for current soldiers or even
soldiers that are alive. This is about
remembering soldiers from any war and
any time that have fought for freedom and
justice.



To me Veterans Day is a day that | can
speak from my heart and really thank the
men and women in the armed forces that
have lost their lives, been disabled, or
many, who have just fought and seen the
horror of war. Maybe Veterans Day isn't
just a day of remembrance, but a day of
holiness. This is a day that soldiers get
down on their knees and thank God for
saving them or asking God to make sure
their comrades are in heaven.

So Veterans Day is not just a parade,
and it is not just a celebration, but it is a
day to remember, forever the people who
have kept us free. The people who have
made this country from the beginning, all
the way back to the year 1776, the year
we declared independence. This day
should always be seen as a day to pray
and thank the veterans dead and alive
who have served us to the end.
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