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As we move through October, the 

Soldiers will be mailing off the last of 

their unessential belongings back 

home to make the move back to 

Germany easier.  The next milestone 

to be achieved is the reception and 

relief of the incoming unit. Once the 

unit arrives, we will be showing them 

various areas throughout the Province.  

Your Soldiers will teach them the 

lessons they have learned throughout 

the deployment to prepare the new 

unit for their mission ahead.   
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Also relevant to the pack-out theme is 

the preparation of theater equipment, 

which includes inspecting, accounting 

for, re-inspecting, re-accounting for, 

and then finally turning over to the new 

unit.  While we have yet to complete 

the final part of this process, we know 

that the incoming Company will 

receive vehicles in much better 

condition than Charlie received them, 

thanks to the hard work of our very 

capable Rock Maintenance Team.  

Without these dedicated men putting 

in long hours over the past year, Rock 

wouldnôt have been able to complete 

its mission.  

Hello from Najaf, Iraq!  Charlie Rock is 

finishing up its last full month here at 

FOB Endeavor, and the men have been 

busy preparing for the transition of 

responsibility to the next unit.  Since the 

theme of this month is redeployment, 

thatôs pretty much what this article is 

going to focus on.

From cleaning the CHUs where we live 

to filling the Companyôs containers with 

gear, the Rock Soldiers have had to 

decide what to keep for the last few 

weeks of the deployment, and what 

pieces of gaming equipment, speakers, 

and musical instruments they can live 

without.  ñI was going to learn to play 

guitar during this deployment,ò said 

SGT Jason Landrum, as he packed his 

guitar into his Platoonôs container.  ñIt 

didnôt work out.ò

The end of September marks the end to 

a busy time and the beginning of 

Venom Companyôs preparation to leave 

Iraq and come home. Over the course 

of the last few weeks, the focus for the 

entire Company was packing out all of 

our equipment and personal belongings 

into our containers.  These containers 

were sealed by the end of September; 

meaning, another milestone of the 

deployment has been achieved and we 

are one step closer to home.  The 

Soldiers of Venom Company have been 

hard at work preparing themselves for 

their arrival to their loved ones; we have 

been receiving briefings, finalizing 

paperwork, and most importantly, lifting 

iron in the gym.

(Left) SPC Valdez was able to 

get a few lessons in on his 

guitar prior to packing it away.

In addition, Venom Company has 

been dominating the softball 

tournament.  Most of the Soldiers have 

been finding ways to keep busy, and 

softball has been a proven way to 

make the time go by.  We came in a 

close 2nd Place during the Labor Day 

Softball Tournament.  Please continue 

to cheer on your men as they continue 

to win on the field.

SGT William Price
VENOM UPDATE

CPT Joshua Smith

Aside from packing, redeployment 

health assessments, and pre-

reintegration briefings, Soldiers have 

also been keeping busy with the 

missions here in Najaf.  Itôs important 

to remember that while we may be 

leaving, the mission in Najaf continues 

on.  During Rockôs time in Najaf, our 

Soldiers have spent countless hours at 

local health clinics, government 

centers, police stations, and places of 

commerce, all the while putting a good 

face on the American military.  We 

know that the incoming unit will benefit 

from the relationships developed by 

Charlie Company, and that the 

foundations for security established 

over the past eight months will 

continue to solidify Najafôs reputation 

as a stable city throughout Iraq.    

Upon our arrival in Germany, the 

Soldiers will quickly move into the 

reintegration process. The Battalion 

has already set up a schedule to help 

facilitate a smooth transition from 

deployment to home. Until then, 

Venom Company will continue to work 

hard and take care of each other.  

(Left) A small 

glimpse of the 

happiness and 

peace brought 

to Najaf by the 

Soldiers of the 

Rock formation.

(Right) Watch out for the 
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will be home soon.

(Left) A few of 

the Venom 

Soldiers loading 

a container in 

preparation for 

the upcoming 

redeployment.

(Above) A couple of the guys 

take a break from the 

exhausting heat from all the 

packing.

(Right) A shot at one of the 

guys right before one of the 

games of the ongoing FOB 

Echo Softball tournament.


