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As Task Force Black Scarvesprepares to move from FOB Kalsu,
the time has come to make some further changes in the
formation. After almost 13 month of command time, the
company commanders from B/ 1-2IN, C/ 1-2IN, and HHC/ 1-
2IN will relinquish command. On 15 March, CPT Weightman
made afew quick 0 t h ayou&d ashe handed ThelLegionover to
CPT Adam Bohlen. CPT Bohlen comesto the task force from
the brigade S3 shop. CPT Weightman will take command of the
Brigade ReconnaissanceTlroop following his R and R. Earlier in
the month, CPT Palmer handed over The Rockto CPT Kenneth
Dominguez. CPT Palmer will take command of HHC next
month as CPT Kinser departs the formation for a position with
Strategic Intelligence.
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Renegades Depart the Task Force

By MAJ lan J. Lauer, BRT Commander
As our ride with the Black Scarvescomesto an end, | want to extend
my gratitude to the Black Scarvesand their supporters. The troop
was welcomed into the formation asone of its own and our Soldiers
shared in the incredible support that the task force enjoys from its
sponsorship program and family readiness group. Our
appreciation for this is immeasurable and we will retain the pride of :
the black scarveswherever we go.
The last four months have seen the Renegade morphing to the N _
complex fight we face in the operating environment. Cavalty apove: PEC Hugo Shinvillegas of E—-_
formations are forced to conduct reconnaissancein new ways t0 g5 cav maintains the communications
provide ¢ o mma n dwetlm &he critical information they need to stack of a MRAP vehicle. Below:
make decisions. Instead of reconnaissancefocused on terrain and PFC Andrew McKnight of E-5 CAV
routes, the formation transitioned to reconnaissance of human tightens the bolt on a HMMWYV fire
terrain. Soldiers answered questions about local attitudes rather suppression system
than bridge classifications. Leaders relied on intuitive
understanding of human dynamics and market activities rather
than fighting doctrine to provide the commander with situational
understanding. These transitions were difficult to construct but
necessaryto win .
Thank you once again to all who have followed the Renegadesstory
thus far and | promise future installments of greatness

TO THE STRONGESTéRENEGADE

Sergeant Diaz: Master Craftsman

By 1LT Seybert, Task Force Medical Platoon Leader

In a small workshop on FOB Kalsu, Irag, SergeantNicholas
Diaz spends his days crafting works of art for the Task
Force. SGT Diaz has beenwith the unit since January 2002
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when he entered the Army. While his work is
phenomenal, he only started working on these special [csM
projects in OIF 2. His first project for 1-18IN was a 80 X006 {Sh’,‘!.-,':-"ﬁ?

regimental crestthat hung outside the battalion TOC in
Irag and then the battalion headquarters in Schweinfurt. What started
out as a hobby has turned into a key position in the unit. Most of his
work includes decorative signs and banners; however, he also constructs
equipment racks, workout equipment, aswell asanything else the task
force needs. He truly is a master craftsman!

Top Right: SGT Diaz crafted this
sign to hang outside the Task
Force Headquarters. Bottom
Left: An adjustable bench for sit-
ups. This project is a great
example of the practical side of
his work. Bottom Right: This
relief hangs in the Task Force
Conference Room. What the
photo d o e s mapture is the
remarkable detail and depth that
this piece contains.
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Patrol Base Mahawill
By 1LT JamesGuglielmi, C/1-10CAV Executive Officer
T-Walls and gravel replace what used to be an empty, trash-laden
field in the Babil Province just south of a compound that is home to
the soldiers of the 24 BN, 31st Iragi Army Brigade. Over a million
dollars and 600work hours have culminated into the completion of
a new contingency operating location in Mahawil . Four different
units, including Crazyhorse Troop 1-10 CAV, a Corps of Engineers
horizontal construction platoon, a Navy Seabees vertical
- construction team, and Iragi Army soldiers from the 2/ 31 IA
Above: LT Prunty enjoys some coffee Brigade worked together to complete the project. Patrol Base
in the temporary DFAC while planning Mahawil was established despite several setbacks Early in the
operations as the acting commander.  building process,our Soldiers discovered a tunnel that contained
pottery shards that were dated to 200 B.C., forcing us to move our patrol b a s Bd@ton several times.
After working with local archeologists to securethe ancient site, the T r o o ghdinsof-command worked
with the Iragi Army leadership to develop a new plan for the patrol base, which will house the 108
troopers of Crazyhorse Troop and will be used to train Iragi Army Soldiers.
0 Alot has changed since we started this project in December, when we only had 15 soldiers from our 3
Platoon herein asolitary b u i | dsaid §d Prunty, 0 o v 0 T-Walls have beenemplaced, four tons of
gravel have been laid, two buildings and four guard towers were constructed, and an old Iragi Army
barracks was transformed into a tactical operations center capable of supporting the troop during this
processé The Patrol Basealso has a 25 meter rifle range, a complete motor pool, an MWR facility, a
dining facility, and agym. 0 Ware extremely pleased with the current conditions of the Patrol Base,but
we intend to keep improving it until we | e a wsa&d 18GFerguson, C-TRP First Sergeant

Excellence within the Legion
By 1LT Leon Lee, 1/B/1-2IN Platoon Leader
Towering at 6 Feet 4 Inches, Private First Class Dustin JamesDanley demonstrates everything a U.S.
Army Infantry Soldier should be. He is currently forward deployed to Hamiya, Iraq with his brethren in
1st Platoon, Bravo Company. PFC Danley grew up in the city of Phoenix, Arizona, and at the age of
eighteen, he enlisted in the U.S. Army to challenge himself to reach his true potential asa man and to gain
more than what life in Phoenix could offer.
As a member of 15t Platoon, PFC Danley helped break the ground at Hamiya Patrol Base,enabling over
200 soldiers to live in a secure environment ; not to mention, h e deen patrolling in Jurf As Sakhr, Babil
Province, and helping to stabilize the region on a daily basis. When asked what he thought about the
deployment so far, he simply said, 0 like it here. | getto hang out with my boys and contribute tol r a
development.o
Although h e Beenin the Army lessthan two years, he already
aspires to make a career out of it and hopes to become First
Sergeant of an infantry line company one day. He shot TOP
GUN with the M24® in the platoon and placed 2" in the
Bat t alBxmen drfantry Badge 12 Mile Ruck March
Competition in 2 hours 7 minutes 55 seconds From my short 6
months of being with PFC Danley as his Platoon Leader, | 06 v /e
witnessed his simple desire to win in everything. Whether on ke s
the 0 f 1 eof fiesdly s t r iorfoa the battlefield, PFC Danley ﬁf;{ 5
simply wins. With unlimited potential in being one of the - e - %
Ar myfigest leaders, PFC Danley is the definition of atrue U.S.  APove: PFC Dustin Danley (left) poses for
Army Infantry Soldier. photos with his feI_Iow_Spartan, PFC
Joshua Vanderheid (right).




Ranger Challenge

By 1LT Lonnie Colbert, TF Public Affairs Officer
Future leaders of the 172nd Infantry Brigade staged at the
recreation center, ready to compete for an opportunity to prove
their mental and physical readinessfor Ranger School. The Ranger
Challenge program was a project led by the Rangersof Task Force
1st Battalion, 2nd Infantry Regiment, in order to establish an order
of merit list for Soldiers wanting to attend the U.S. Army Ranger
School. The competition took place from 1-3 March. The three
major events of the challenge included the ranger physical fithess
Above: MSG Reginald Butler, Black test(RPFT),afive-mile run and a12-mile ruck march.
Scarves Senior Enlisted Intelligence Initially, 81 Soldiers began the selection process At the conclusion
NCO, rates one of the many Soldiers of day three, only 41 Soldiers successfully completed all events.
during the competition. Below: COL The 41 remaining soldiers were ordered based upon their
Jeffrey A. Sinclair, Brigade Commander, performance. The top twenty are currently being slotted for
mak(_as congratulatory.remarks to the Ranger School
Soldiers at the conclusion of the Ranger panger School is a 61-day course designed to develop military
Chialenti) skills, physical stamina, mental endurance and confidence in a
small-unit combat leader. These qualities are what a Soldier
requires to accomplish a mission under conditions of extreme
mental and physical stress Although the Ranger Challenge
program was only three days, it focused on the validation criteria
mandated by the Ranger Training Brigade at Fort Benning,
Georgia.
The top five outstanding performers of the competition in order of
merit were CPL Jarrod Taylor (TF 2-28), 2LT Benjamin Diamond
(9th Eng), SSGMarco Presichi (TF 2-28), CPT Christopher George
(9th Eng) and SPCMatthew Upchurch (TF 1-2). 0 bwe it to my
future Soldiers and the ones| currently lead to be the bestleader | canb e sa@ Capt. Nicholas Furloni, TF
1-2 Fire Support Officer, top 20 finalist of the Ranger Challenge. The competition concluded with the
172nd Infantry Brigade Commander, Col. Jeffrey A. Sinclair reciting the Ranger Creed with the Soldiers.

Black Scarf Sports RoHUp

By 1LT Seybert, Aspiring Sports Writer

A rivalry forged on afootball field in Germany continues in the land of sand,
wind, and dust. As the ironclad Officers face off against a vast horde of
Soldiers, the competition remains intense. After early lossesin football and
soccer, the officers began their comeback with victories in volleyball and
kickball . The officers then took the lead with a narrow victory on the sandy
ultimate frisbee pitch. While the rules remain loose and the scoresare often
unknown, one thing is for sure: SGM Martinez could use some math lessons

Top Right: LT McElroy runs for
first base during kickball. Bottom
Right: Both teams compete
aggressively. Bottom Left: Task
Force Soldiers prepare for the
volleyball tournament. Both
Soldier teams fell to the Officer A
team.




