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Note from LTC Eric Lopez

When General Odierno assumed the mantle of leading the Army as the 38" Chief
of Staff he introduced the following:
The Strength of our Nation is our Army.
The Strength o four Army is our Soldiers.
The Strength of our Soldiers is our Families.
This is what makes us Army Strong.

odieno highlights three ionships. America needs her Army and the
Army needs America. The Army is built on Soldiers and Soldiers succeed in the
Army. Finally, Soldiers are as strong as their familial bonds and Families depend on
the Soldiers who serve. The Ramrod Ball celebrates each of these relationships
and, in my perspective, exemplifies General odsemo‘swds
The battalion’s relationship with the ¢ ity is p l. Whether it wasa
radnlmmwwnhBobby.hdonmvkalgmlos.swjessandmazonwcmu
103.1, an editorial in the Louisville Courier-Journal or the Fort Knox Gold Standard,
an event with the University of Louisville, orlmewneagreengmsngforus we
shared our story with America and America responded with overwhelming
support. Thank you America.
The relationship between Ramrod Soldiers and the Army is the foundation of the
greatest Army in history, and the fuel that powers our successes. Eadldavofmy
command | humbly watched the achieve the impossible. The
&wepm\ndedmewnhanewcausetoembmeﬂlewamoreﬂmsandmnewmy
pledge to defend America. The Army excels because of Soldiers like those in the

iersin the d battalion exemplify the professionalism,
tenacity, and teamwork that is our ArmYs dard. Thank you d:
The final and most important relationship is the bond b Soldier and Family.

Families give us the strength we need to sacrifice and endure hardship for our
Nation. Families overcome great difficulties so that we can project military force
on behalf of the US.A. Without our Families, the p ) Army that

to the Nation's calls would not be possible. Thank you Families.

Tonight we celebrate the bonds General Odierno describes each time he speaks.
Tonight we honor our fallen comrades, recognize our achievements, and applaud
the saarifices of our Families. 1 am grateful to be an American. 1am humbled to
have an opportunity to lead in America’s Army. | appreciate the bond | have with
America’s finest sons and daughters. Yet | recognize, my life, my profession, and
my comrades all hinge on the support and love | receive from my family. we all
are tied together in the greatest society on earth and the community bonds we
have will never fade as long as we remember the importance of each.

Army Strong! Ramrods! Duke! Duty First!
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